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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of May Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 11th May 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerry Warnock, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, John Browne, 





Seamus Butler, Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy,





Mark Casey John Duffy, Gerard Farrell,






Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady, Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, 



Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Paul Ross and Mae Sexton.
IN ATTENDANCE:    
Ms. Barbara Heslin, Acting Chief Executive.        




Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.
APOLOGY:


Councillor  Padraig Loughrey.
 
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, the Minutes of Special Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th April 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th April 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.

The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.
MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 9th March 2016 were noted.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, HUMAN RESOURCES & CORPORATE SERVICES, CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES.
Planning Applications

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 2nd February 2016.  

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic 
Policy Committee meeting held on the 2nd February 2016, as circulated, were noted. 
Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural 
Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 20th January 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Planning and Development and Cultural 
Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 20th January 2016, as circulated, were noted.

Presentation by the Probation Service regarding involving the Probation Services in community based projects.
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Ailish Glennon, Regional Manager, Westmeath/West/North -West Probations Service and Ms. Alma Gavin, Senior Probation Officer, Longford, Westmeath, Roscommon.
Ailish and Alma gave a comprehensive presentation to the members outlining the plans to use the skills of offenders brought before the Courts through their participation in community service.  They informed the meeting that a pilot programme was introduced last year which proved very successful.  Locally the Probation Service has had participants working with Longford Tidy Towns, St. Mel’s College, local family resource centres and Longford Womens Link.

Ailish and Alma replied to queries raised by the members  regarding supervision and job opportunities for participants.

Ms. B. Heslin, Acting Chief Executive, emphasised the lead role the local authority can take in the promotion of this scheme and the opportunities for community groups. The importance of linkages with the Probation Service has been reinforced in the proposed Community Support Scheme.
Date and Venue for 2016 Annual Meeting of Longford County Council.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed that the 2016 Annual Meeting of Longford County Council be held on Wednesday, 29th June 2016 in the Rustic Inn, Abbeyshrule.

Draft Community Grant Support Scheme 2016.

Councillor S. Butler, Chairperson of the Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee outlined the details of the Draft Community Grant Support Scheme 2016 and recommended the Draft Scheme to the members for adoption.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Community Grant Support Scheme, as circulated.

Disposal of land at Longford Business & Technology Park, Ballinalee Road, Templemichael, Longford to Tool and Plastic Industries Limited, Ballinalee Road, Templemichael, Longford

On the proposal of Councillor  Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Michael Carrigy, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of land at Longford Business & Technology Park, 
Ballinalee 
Road, Templemichael, Longford to Tool and Plastic Industries Limited, Ballinalee Road, Templemichael, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 19th April 2016.

It was agreed that, in future, all amounts owed to the Local Authority must be confirmed as paid in advance of a proposed sale.
Update on Regeneration Programme.
B. Heslin provided an update on the Regeneration Programme and, in particular, the

Expression of Interest process for the Northern Quarter and provided an overview of the key conclusions included in the draft Colliers report.  She emphasised the need to maintain momentum and ensure collaboration with site owners adjacent to the Barracks.
Notices of Motions.

First World War Commemoration.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy-  

“Following on from the 1916 Commemoration, I ask for the support of my colleagues on Longford County Council to honour the memory of the more than 300 Longford men who lost their lives in the First World War. This project will be undertaken in cooperation with Longford ONE. “

This was agreed to by the members of the Council.   It was also agreed that Mary Carleton Reynolds meet with Longford ONE to advance.
Renaming of the Mall Park.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady  and seconded by Councillor G. Warnock -  

“What is the update regarding the naming of the Mall Park in honour of former Taoiseach, Albert Reynolds?”

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, stated that the Renaming of the Mall ceremony will be held on Sunday, 22nd May 2016 at 2.30 p.m. 

Regeneration Committee.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillors Mark Casey, Paul Ross, Martin Mulleady, Micheal Carrigy and Mae Sexton and seconded by Councillor P. Ross -

 “In light of the lack of detail in setting up of the Regeneration Committee last year. we formally propose a Motion for this Council to set up a Regeneration  Committee with either two or three members from each Municipal District  area and the Cathaoirleach of the

Council, along with the relevant Council personnel.”

It was agreed that each Municipal District Committee nominate three members to the Regeneration Committee.

Center Parcs Development.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Carrigy and seconded by Councillor C. Murray-

 “I call on Longford County Council  to seek approval from the Department to employ additional professional staff to assist the Head of Enterprise to maximise the number of Longford companies who will secure contracts from Center Parcs and where necessary to assist start ups if there are none in operation for certain contracts at present.”
The members supported Councillor Carrigy’s Motion and emphasised the need to encourage Center Parc’s management to engage with local suppliers, construction companies, etc. 

C. Murphy informed the meeting Mr. Michael Nevin, Head of Local Enterprise, is liaising with Center Parcs and Enterprise Ireland regarding this issue.  Plans are already in place for Enterprise Ireland to meet community groups in various towns in the county and engage with the Longford Chamber of Commerce. 
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.

The Cathaoirleach and Members welcomed John McKeon, and wished him every success in his role as Head of Finance with the Local Authority.

John thanked the Cathaoirleach and members for their welcome and assured them of his commitment to the role of Head of Finance.  John acknowledged Maeve Killian’s work as Acting Head of Finance since last Autumn.oJohnJ

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that three public liability claims were received during April 2016.

Annual Financial Statement for Year ended 31st December 2015.

Mr. McKeon outlined the details of the Draft Annual Financial Statement 2015, which was circulated with the Agenda for the meeting, and replied to queries raised by the members –

· Revenue Account Summary.

· Contribution to Cumulative Surplus.

· Local Government Fund.

· Analysis of Expenditure. 

· Analysis of Income from Grants & Subsidies.

· Analysis of Income from Goods & Services.

· Summary of Major Revenue Collections.

· Capital Account Summary.

· Major Capital Works 2015.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor J. Browne, it was unanimously agreed to adopt the Annual Financial Statement 2015 as circulated, subject to audit by the Local Government Auditor.

Approval to Additional Expenditure 2015.

On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor J. Browne, it was unanimously agreed to approve of Additional Expenditure under S104(7) of the Local Government Act 2001, as outlined by the Head of Finance.

HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE, ENVIRONMENT & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Services Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 14th December 2015.

The adopted Minutes of Infrastructural and Environmental Services  Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 14th December 2015, as circulated, were noted. 

Disposal of property at Bunlahy, Ballinalee, Co. Longford.

Councillor Michael Carrigy declared an interest in this item.

On the proposal of Councillor P.J. Reilly seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at Bunlahy, Ballinalee, Co. Longford to 

Frank Brady in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 25th April 2016. 

Notices of Motions.

Water Charges.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy  -

"In light of the impending suspension of water charges, Longford County Council proposes that the suspension be extended to businesses, farmers and all others paying commercial water rates."

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Simon Coveney, T.D., Minister for Housing, Planning & Local Government.

Incremental Tenant Purchase Scheme.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by Councillor J. Duffy  -

“I am calling on the incoming Minister for Environment, Community & Local Government to make the following amendment to the recently enacted Incremental Tenant Purchase Scheme  -That the Local Authority be given discretion in instances where qualifying 

tenants wish to avail of the scheme by way of a one off payment. The criteria for such consideration should be drafted by the Housing Strategic Policy Committee and ratified by the Council.”

Mr. J. Brannigan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that there is no provision for local discretion in the new Incremental Tenant Purchase Scheme.

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Simon Coveney, T.D., Minister for Housing, Planning & Local Government outlining Councillor Warnock’s Motion.

Suspension of Standing Orders.

On the proposal of Councillor G. Warnock seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow completion of the Agenda.

GENERAL
Notices of Motions.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor L. McEntire  -

“I wish to put a motion forward to the meeting for the Council to call on the Minister for Health to reverse the decision to locate the National Children's Hospital at St. James's Hospital and locate the new Children's Hospital for all the children of Ireland at Connolly Hospital in Blanchardstown. 
The Connolly site offers 145 acres, vast space for expansion, easier access for the children of County Longford and extensive parking. The co-location with Connolly Hospital and the new Rotunda Maternity Hospital will result in better clinical outcomes. It will be cheaper and faster to build than on the St. James's site.”

The majority of members present did not agree with Councillor Reilly’s Motion.

Pay and Conditions of New Entrants to the Public Sector.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor C. Murray and seconded by Councillor J. Duffy  -

"Longford County Council calls on the incoming Government to examine the pay and conditions of new entrants to the public sector with a view to increasing pay to an amount reflective of the duties and responsibilities involved in those roles."
It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Paschal Donohoe, T.D., Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform.

Correspondence - circulated.
Letter dated 13th April 2016 received from the Office of Public Works in relation to assessment criteria used under the CFRAM Programme was discussed by the members. 
Grant for Play and Recreation Area at Derrycassin Woods.

B. Heslin informed the meeting that the Council has been successful in its application for finance towards the provision of a Play and Recreation Area at Derrycassin Woods. €10,000 is being allocated by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs to Longford County Council.
N63 Cathedral Junction.

Procurement process commenced, tender to issue by the end of May with construction scheduled for completion by the end of August.
Vote of Sympathy.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Murray family, Mostrim Arms, Edgeworthstown on the death of 

Eamon Murray.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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 Signed: _______________
               Anne Lee,

               Meetings Administrator.
Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on 
the 8th June 2016.
Signed: _______________

                  Cathaoirleach.
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